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IMPORTANT TERMS AND CONCEPTS

1. Nation. People who share a language, culture, customs and history; a group united into a large political, economic
and social unit which recognises no law or authority above its own, i.e., it is sovereign in nature.

2. Nationalism. A feeling of intense lovalty and devotion to one's country.

3. Revolution. The term means a recognised momentous change in any situation. A revolution can result in the
sudden overthrow of an established government or system by force and bloodshed, e.g.. The French Revolution.
It can also be a great change that comes slowly and peacefully, e.g., Industrial Revolution.

4. First Estate. French society was divided into classes called Estates. The First Estate consisted of the Clergy which
held vast land, wealth and was exempt from taxation.

5. Second Estate. It consisted of the aristocracy and controlled all the top positions in the govemment, parliament
and in the army and nawy. They were also exempt from taxation and led an extravagant life.

6. Third Estate. This comprised everyone who was neither nobility nor clergy and constituted 98% of the
population. Town dwellers, the wealthy upper middle class (merchants, bankers, doctors, lawyers), lower middle
class, craftsmen, shopkeepers and peasants comprised the Third Estate.

This class lacked political power, social position and was heavily taxed though there were many differences in their
wealth and style of living.

7. The Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen. In 1789, the French National Assembly adopted a set of basic
principles called the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen. Proposed by Lafayette and based on the ideas
of Locke, Montesquieu and Jefferson, this document stated that "men are bom and remain free and equal in rights”
and that the "source of power resides in the people”. It guaranteed all Frenchmen the basic rights of liberty, security,
equal justice, fair taxes, speech, religion and thought.

8. Physiocrats. The French economists were called physiocrats. They believed that taxes should be imposed only
with the consent of those on whom they are levied. Their beliefs undermined the feudal rights and privileges of the
upper classes.

9. Livre. Unit of currency used in France till 1794.

10. Clergy. Group of persons invested with special functions in the Church.

11. Tithe. A tax levied by the Church equal to one-tenth of the agricultural produce.
12. Taille. Tax paid directly to the state.

13. Chateau. Castle belonging to a king or nobleman.

14. Manor. An estate consisting of the Lord's lands and his mansion.

15. Sceptre. Symbol of royal power.

16. Negroes. A term used for the indigenous people of Africa, south of the Sahara. A derogatory term not now
commonly used.

CBSE:HISTORY A = 12 i

STUDY CIRCLE

| ACCENTS EDUCATIONAL PROMOTERS




\ I: I: Since 2001... "RENCIH
=
l- STUDY CIRCLE RV UTION|
JIACCENTS EDUCATIONAL PROMOTERS
1774 - Louis XVI becomes King of France.
1789 - Third Estate forms National Assembly. The Bastille is stormed.
1791 - A constitution is framed to limit the powers of the king.
1792-93 - France becomes a republic. The king is executed.
1804 - Napoleon becomes emperor of France.
1815 - Napoleon was defeated at Waterloo.
1848 - Slavery was abolished in all French colonies.
1946 - French women got the right to vote.
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IMPORTANT PERSONALITIES

L Maximilian Robespierre. Leader of the Jacobin club whose policies led to the Reign of Terror.

In 1794, he was convicted and sent to the guillotine.

3 Napoleon Bonaparte. The military dictator of France who conquered many European countries.

He was defeated at the Battle of Waterloo.

3. Olympe de Gourges. One of the most important politically active women in revolutionary France.
In 1791, she wrote a Declaration of the Rights of Woman and Citizen. Critical of the Jacobin government, she was

charged with treason and executed.

4. Louis XVI. The King of France when the revolution occurred was a man of average intelligence who disliked any
kind of brain work. He staunchly believed in the Divine Right of Kings and was completely unaware of the new
ideas that were sweeping across his country and oblivious to the needs and fears of his subjects. He was obsessed
with his beautiful wife and wasted money on festivities. He drove France into useless wars bringing the country to

the verge of bankruptcy.

5. Montesquieu. A French thinker and author of the book 'Spirit of Laws'. He believed that executive, legislative and
judicial powers should not be concentrated in one person as it led to tyrannical rule.

He stressed on the principle of separation of powers and individual liberty.

6. Jean Jacques Rousseau. His writings played a significant role in bringing about the French Revolution and
encouraged people to fight for their rights. He believed that govemment should be based on the consent of the
govemed. His most famous work The Social Contract' talks of a contract between the ruler and ruled whereby the
former would guarantee the freedom and happiness of his subjects. Implied in his writings was the belief that men

had a right to change their govemment if they were not satisfied.

7. Voltaire. A famous and influential French writer, he stressed religious toleration and freedom of speech. He is
credited with the famous statement on free speech 'l do not agree with a word you say, but | will defend to the
death your right to say it'. He savagely attacked all things he considered sham or superstition and was a vehement

critic of the Catholic Church.
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1. Which of the following is the meaning of
‘people’s miltia’?
(a) An army raised by the common people.
(b) An army raised by a private group of people
to resist an authority.
(c) A gathering of the common people who take
arm to oppose or revolt against an authority.
(d) A gathering of the common people who fights
against another such gathering.

2. Which of the following is true about
‘Bastile’?
(a) It was a fortress prison in France.
(b) Usually people hated Bastile.
(c) It stood for despotic power of the king.
(d) All of the above.

3. Why were the most people rioting in Paris
and the countryside?
(a) They were protesting against the atrocities of
the police officials.
(b) They were protesting against the high price of
bread.
(c) They were protesting against the fall of Bastille.
(d) They were protesting against the selling of
fragments of demolished Bastile in the market.

4, When did Louis XVI ascend the thorne of

France?
(a) In 1789 (b) In 1774
(c) In 1889 (d) In 1874

5. Which family did Louis XVI belong to?
(a) Benerick family (b) Benson family
(c) Bourbon family (d) Barbeck family

6. Which of the following did not form the
three estates of the French Society in the
18th century?

(a) Clergy

(b) Nobility

(c) King

(d) Businessmen and peasants

7. Which of the following estates paid taxes in
the 18th century French Society?
(a) The members of first estate.
(b) The members of the third estate only.
(c) The members of the second estate.
(d) The groups of clergy and nobility.
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What the term 'Old Regime’ used in France,
is referred to?

(a) It describes the society and institutions of
France before

1789.

(b) It refers to the society and institutions of
France after

1789.

(c) It refers to the society and institutions of the
France after demolition of Bastile.

(d) It refers to the society and institutions of
France in the early nineteenth century.

Which estates in France were exempted
from paying taxes?

(a) The first estate (clergy)

(b) The second estate (nobility)

(c) Both the first and second estates

(d) The third estate (businessmen, artisans,
peasants)

What were the works not assigned to the
peasants, in France in 18" century?

(a) To render services to the nobles.

(b) To serve in the schools as teachers.

(c) To work in the houses and fields of nobles.
(d) To participate in building roads.

Which, of the following taxes was imposed
by the Church or peasants in 18" Century
France?

(a) Taille

(b) Tilma
(c) Tithes
(d) Taitith

Which of the following direct taxes was
collected from the peasants in 18th
Century France?

(a) Taille

(b) Tithes

(c) Tenthes

(d) Tuax

What was the reason of empty treasury in
17'74 when Louis XVI became the King

(a) Because France fought long years of wars.

(b) Because the Government was extravagant in
maintaining the court at the palace of Versailles.
(c) Both (a) and (b).

(d) Because the common people looted the
treasury during demolition of Bastile.
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What was the reason of increased demand
for food grains in France during 1715 to
1789?

(a) Heavy export of food grains from France.

(b) High rise in population during these years.

(c) Rapid industrialization, of the agricultural land.
(d) Many large scale famines during these years.

When was Constitution framed in France to
limit the powers of the King?

(@) In 1789 (b) In 1794

(c) In 1748 (d) In 1791

Which of the following French philosopher
(s) of 18th century advocated the idea of
freedom and equal laws?

(a) Montesquieu

(b) Jhon Locke

(c) Jacques Rousseau

(d) Both (b) and (a)

Which of the following French philosophers
refuted the doctrine of the divine and
absolute right of the monarch?

(a) Jhon Locke (b) Rousseau

(c) Montesquieu (d) None of these

Which of the following philosophers
proposed an idea of a government based on
a social contract between people and their
representatives?
(a) Locke

(c) Montesquieu

(b) Rousseau
(d) None of these

Which of the following philosophers
proposed a division of power within the
government between the legislative, the
executive and the judiciary?

(a) Montesquieu (b) Rousseau

(c) Jhon Locke (d) None of these

Which of the following political body, the
three estates in France used to send their
representative?

(a) National Assembly
(c) King's Court

(b) Estate General
(d) Parliament

Which of the following estates formed the
National Assembly in France?

(a) The first estate

(b) The second estate

(c) The third estate

(d) None of these

CBSE:HISTORY ,,

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

B LUTION|

Which of the following leaders headed the
formation of the National Assembly?

(a) Mirabean (b) Abbe Sieyes

(c) The Peasants (d) Both (a) and (b)

Why was the National Assembly convened
in France?

(a) To draft a Constitution for France

(b) To limit the powers of the Monarch

(c) Both (a) and (b)

(d) To compel the king to abdicate the throne

When did the National Assembly pass a
decree abolishing the feudal system of
obligations and taxes in France?
(@) In 1784 (b) In 1789
(c) In 1781 (d) In 1785

Which of the following was not a feature of
the French Constitution of 1791?

(a) France became a Constitutional Monarch.

(b) It declared the rights of man and woman,

(c) Only men of 25 years of age -who paid taxes
were given right to vote.

(d) There was no freedom of speech.

Name the countries against which the
National Assembly declared war in 1792?
(a) Prussia (b) Austria

(c) Hungary (d) Both (a) and (b)

Which was the most successful
revolutionary political club of France?

(a) Dunic (b) Jacobins

(c) Jurich (d) None of these

Who were not the members of the Jacobin
club?

(a) Small shopkeepers

(b) Clergy

(c) Artisans

(d) Daily-wage earners

Who was the leader of Jacobins?

(a) Robespierre (b) Rousseau

(c) Locke (d) Montesquieu
Who abolished Monarchy in France
declared it a republic?

(a) The clergy groups

(b) The National Assembly

(c) The 'Convention’

(d) The King
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On what charge was Louis XVI sentenced
to death?

(a) Treason (b) Corruption

(c) Homicide (d) None of these

Which period is referred to as the ‘Reign of
Terror’ in France?

(a) 1781 to 1792 (b) 1793 to 1794

(c) 1792 to 1793 (d) 1781 to 1782

What was guillotine?

a) A device to execute death sentences.
b) A type of tax paid by peasants

c) An administrative officer in King's court
d) None of these

i S a—

Which is the National Anthem' of France?
(a) The Mobestle

(b) The Marseillaise

(c) The Martial

(d) None of these

Who composed the National Anthem of
France?

(a) The Jacobins

(b) The Conventionists

(c) Roget de I/Isle

(d) Fredrick Roget

When did women get Voting Rights in
France?

(a) 1792 (b) 1846

(c) 1946 (d) 1982

Which of the following was not the reaction
of the Robespierre’s government towards
woman’s activities?

(a) Women’s club were closed.

(b) Women with two children were arrested.

(c) Women's political activities were banned.

(d) A number of prominent women were
executed.

Which was not the French colonies in the
Caribbean?

(a) Martinique (b) Guadeloupe

(c) Santiago (d) San domingo

Which of the following commodities did the
French colonies not supply in the
Caribbean?

(a) Rice (b) Tabacco

(c) Indigo (d) Sugar
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When did the slave trade begin?
(a) In the sixteenth century

(b) In the seventeenth century

(c) In the eighteenth century

(d) In the nineteenth century

Name the port city related with slave trade
(a) San Domingo

(b) Bordeaux

(c) Nantes

(d) Both (b) and (c)

When was slavery abolished in French
colonies?

(a) 1838 (b) 1848

(c) 1858 (d) 1868

Which right was declared as a Natural right
by the declaration of the rights?

(a) Right to vote

(b) Right to freedom of speech

(c) Right to property

(d) Right to trade

When did Napoleon Bonaparte crown
himself emperor of France?

(a) In 1804 (b) In 1805

(c)In 1848 (d) In 1868

When and where was Nepoleon Bonaparte
crown himself emperor of France?

(a) Water-Loo, 1815

(b) Waterloo, 1804

(c) Water-Loo, 1848

(d) Water-Loo, 1828

Which were the most important legacy of
the French revolution?

(a) The idea of Democracy

(b) The idea of Liberty

(c) The idea of democratic rights

(d) The ideas of Liberty and democratic rights

Which Indian individuals responded to the
ideas coming from revolutionary France?
(a) B. G. Tilak

(b) Tipu Sultan

(c) Ram Mohan Roy

(d) Both (B) and (c)
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L ANSWER - KEYS ']‘
1. C|2. D |3 B 4 B |5 C
6. C |7. B |8 A |9. cCc |[10. B
1. c |12. A |13. ¢ |1a. B |15 D
6. D (17. C (18. B 19. A | 20. B
21. C |22. D (23. C |24. B |25 D
2. D |27. B (28. B 29. A 30. C
31. A |32. B |33. A |34. B |35 C
'36. C |37. B 38. C 39. A 40. A
41. D |42. B 43. B 44. A |45. A
46. D 47. D

Multiple Choice Questions

Tick the correct answer:

I 'Two Treatises of Government' was written by:

(a) Rousseau
(c) Montesquieu

2. Passive citizens of France were:
(a) Only men above 25 years
(c) Men and women who didn't vote

3. ‘Marseilles’ was a:
(a) Representative of third estate
(c) Political club

4. 'Directory' means:
(a) Addresses of the Legislative Council
(b) Formed by the military dictator
(c) An executive made up of five members
(d) List of names

5. Napoleon Bonaparte was defeated in:
(b) Battle of Ecuador
(d) Battle of Plassey

(a) Battle of Paris
(c) Battle of Waterloo

(b) John Locke
(d) None of these

(b) Only propertied men
(d) Only propertied women

(b) National anthem of France
(d) Militia

Answers for multiple Choice Questions

1. (b) 2.

4. (c) 5. (<)
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Very Short Answer Questions

When was the Bastille Prison stormed?

Bastille Prison was broken by revolutionaries on the morning of 14th July 1789.

Why was Bastille Prison attacked?

The revolutionaries stormed the Bastille prison with a hope to find hoarded ammunition for the revolution.
Which ruler came to power in France in 1774?

Louis XVI of Bourbon family, ascended the throne of France in 1774.

Whom did Louis XVI get married to?

Louis XVI was married to princess Marie Antoinette of Austria.

Why was treasury empty when Louis XVI ascended the throne?

Long years of war had drained the financial resources of France and along with it was the cost of maintaining an
extravagant court at immense palace of Versailles.

How did American war of Independence add more debt to France?

The French army supported thirteen colonies of America in their war of independence against Great Britain. It added
more than one billion livres (unit of currency in France) that had risen to more than two billion livres with interest.

Why did the French government increase the taxes?

To meet its regular expenses, such as the cost of maintaining an army, the court, running government offices or
universities, the state was forced increase taxes.

Who formed the First and Second Estates of French Society?

The clergy and the nobility were the members of the first and second estate respectively. They enjoyed certain
privileges by birth and were also exempted from paying taxes to the state form the first and second estates
respectively.

What was tithe?

It was a tax levied by the church, comprising at least one tenth of the agricultural produce by the farmers.

What was taille?

It was also a kind of tax which was paid by the people of third estate directly to the state.

What does 'subsistence crisis' mean?

It is an extreme situation where the basic means of livelihood were endangered.

Which social groups emerged as 'middle class' in 18th century Fran~»?
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Ans. The social groups who earned their wealth through an expanding overseas trade and from the manufacture of goods
such as woollen and silk textile that were either exported or bought by the richer members of society.

13. What were the views of John Locke in inspiring the people for French Revolution?

Ans. Locke sought to refute the doctrine of the divine and absolute right of the monarch in his book "Two Treatises of
Government'.

14. Who was Rousseau?

Ans. Rousseau was a French philosopher who carried the idea of Locke forward proposing a form of government based

on a social contract between people and their representatives.

15. How was division of power suggested by philosopher Montesquieu?
Ans. Montesquieu proposed a division of power within the government between the legislative, the executive and the
judiciary.

16. What was the Estates General?
Ans. The Estates General was a political body to which the three estates sent their 'representatives.
17. How was the meeting of Estates General called by Louis XVI attended by three Estates?

Ans. The first and the second estates sent 300 representatives each, who were seated in rows facing each other on two
sides, while the 600 members of the third estate had to stand at the back.

18. Which proposal of the third estate was rejected by Estates General?

Ans. The third estate demanded that voting should be conducted by the assembly as a whole, in which each member
would have one vote. But the king rejected this proposal and therefore members of the third estate walked out of the
assembly in protest.

19. Who was Mirabeau?

Ans. Mirabeau was born in a noble family and was a representative of third estate, who delivered speeches to the crowds
assembled at Versailles. He was born in a noble family but was convinced of the need to do away with a society of
feudal privilege.

20. What do you know about Abbe Sieyes.

Ans. Abbe Sieyes was originally a priest. He wrote an influential pamphlet called. What is the Third Estate'?

21. What was the immediate cause of French Revolution?

Ans. Due to bad harvest, the prices of bread rose and often bakers hoarded the bread. The angry women who could not
get bread after long hours in the queues stormed into the shops. The King ordered troops and on 14th July the
agitated crowd stormed and destroyed the Bastille.

22. What does 'Chateau’' mean?

Ans. It was a castle or stately residence belonging to a king or a nobleman.

23. What was a 'Manor'?

Ans. Manor was an estate consisting of the lord's lands and his mansion.

24. When was National Assembly recognised?
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Ans.  Louis XVI finally accepted the national Assembly in July 1789 and on 4™ Aug 1789, the assembly passed a decree
abolishing the feudal system of obligations and taxes.

25. When the draft of the National Assembly’s constitution completed and what was its main objective?
Ans. The draft of the constitution was completed in 1791 and its main objective was to limit the powers of the monarch.
26. Who all got the right to vote for National Assembly?

Ans. Only men above 25 years of age who paid taxes equal to at least 3 days of a laborer’s wage were given the status of
active citizen and the right to vote.

27. Who were electors?
Ans. Active citizens voted for the electors who in turn chose the Assembly.
28. Who could qualify as an Elector?

Ans.  To qualify as an elector and then as a member of the Assembly, a man had to belong to the highest bracket of
taxpayers.

29, What was 'Marseillaise'?

Ans. It was a patriotic song sung by volunteers of Mersiless as they marched into Paris. Marseillaise is now the national
anthem of France.

30. What were political clubs?

Ans. Political clubs were formed by people to discuss government policies and plan their own forms of actions. Women
too formed such clubs.

31. Who was the leader of Jacobin club?
Ans. Maximilian Robespierre.
32. Who were 'Sans-Culottes'?

Ans.  Those Jacobins were known as Sans-Culottes, who were without knee breeches and who wore red caps to symbolise

liberty.

33. Which new Assembly was formed by Jacobins?

Ans.  The newly elected assembly was called Convention. This new assembly abolished the monarchy and declared France
a republic.

34. Who introduced 'Reign of terror' in France?

Ans. Robespierre introduced Reign of Terror when he followed a policy of servere control and punishment in France.

35. What was Guillotine?

Ans. Guillotine was a device consisting of two poles and a blade with which person is beheaded. It was named after Dr.
Guillotine, who invented it.

36. How Robespierre's end came?
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Ans.  Robespierre was convicted by a court in July 1794, arrested and on the next day sent to the guillotine and killed in
the same manner he punished guile people.

37. What was 'Directory'?

Ans.  Directory was an executive made up of five members. They were appointed by two elected legislative councils.
38. Name the important political clubs formed by women in France to fight their political rights.
Ans.  The society of Revolutionary and The Republican Women.

39. When did women finally get the right to vote in France?

Ans.  The Women in France finally got the right to vote in 1946.

40. Between which three continents triangular slave trade was held?

Ans.  The triangular slave trade was held between Europe, Africa and America.

41. Name the French ports through which slave trade was done.

Ans.  The Port cities of Bordeaux and Nantes.

42. When was slavery finally abolished in France?

Ans.  Slavery was finally abolished in 1848 in France.

43. When Napoleon Bonaparte did became Emperor of France?

Ans.  In 1804, Napoleon Bonaparte crowned himself the Emperor of France.

44. In which famous war was Napoleon Bonaparte defeated?
Ans.  Napoleon was finally defeated at 'Battle of Waterloo' in 1815.

45. What was the most important legacy of the French Revolution?

Ans.  The ideas of liberty and democratic rights were the most important legacy of the French Revolution.
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VERY SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. What do you understand by the word ‘Revolution’?

Ans. The term 'Revolution' means a recognizably momentous change in any situation.

2. Mention one activity of the French monarchy which hastened the Revolution.

Ans. The extravagant lifestyle of the monarchy brought France to the verge of bankruptcy.

3. Name the three main social classes in 18th Century France.
Ans. The clergy constituted the first estate, the nobility formed the second estate and the third estate consisted of the rest

of the population.

4. Who was Rousseau?
Ans. Jean Jacques Rousseau was a French philosopher whose writings played a significant role in the outbreak of the

revolution.

5. Name the famous work by Rousseau which lays down the main principles of democracy.
Ans. Rousseau's famous work was the Social Contract which believed that government should be based on the consent

of the governed.

6. Describe the incident which sparked the Revolution.
Ans. On 14th July, 1789, the people of the third estate attacked the Bastille State Prison and freed all the prisoners

signaling the start of the revolution.

7. Describe the main ideas contained in the Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen.
Ans. The declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen upheld the equality of all before law, eligibility of all for public offices,

Freedom from arrest or punishment and right to freedom of speech and expression.

8. Who were the Sans-Culottes?

Ans. Sans-Culottes were the common people of Paris.
9. What was the main aim of the National Assembly?

Ans. The main aim of the National Assembly was to limit the powers of the monarch.

10. What was the meaning of the following symbol - The broken chain?

Ans. Chains were used to fetter slaves. A broken chain thus stands for the act of becoming free.
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11.

Ans.

12.

Ans.

13.

Ans.

14.

Ans.

15.

Ans.

16.

Ans.

17.

Ans.

18.

Ans.

19.

Ans.

20.

Ans.

What was the National Anthem of France?

The Marseillaise is the National Anthem of France.

Who composed the French National Anthem?
The French National Anthem was composed by the poet Roget de isle.

Which was the popular France? Club of France? Who was its leader?
(a) The most successful club was that of the Jacobins which got its name from the former convent of St. Jacob in
Paris.

(b) Its leader was Maximilian Robespierre.

What is a guillotine?

The guillotine is a device consisting of two poles and a blade with which a person is beheaded.

Who invented the guillotine?

The guillotine was named after Dr. Guillotin who invented it.

What work did women of the third estate do?
Women worked as seamstresses or laundresses sold flowers, fruits and vegetables at the market or served as

domestic servants.

State anyone law passed by Napoleon.
Napoleon passed laws for the protection of private property and for the establishment of a uniform system of

weights and measures.

How would you explain the rise of Napoleon?

The fall of the Jacobin club led to the establishment of the 'Directory' and the political instability

For modernizing France which two laws were enforced by Napoleon Bonaparte?
(a) Napoleon passed laws for the protection of private property and for the establishment of a uniform system of
weights and measures.

(b) He also codified French Law which is also known as 'the Napoleonic code'.

In which famous battle was Napoleon finally defeated? Where was he imprisoned?

Napoleon was finally defeated in the battle of Waterloo. He was imprisoned in the island of St. Helena.
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24.
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What led to the triangular slave trade?

A shortage of labour in the French Caribbean colonies led to the triangular slave trade.

What decisive factor led to the fall of Napoleon?
The ill-fated Russian campaign led to the fall of Napoleon. His army was decimated due to scarcity of clothes, food,

excessive cold and disease.

What role did the French philosophers play in the outbreak of the French Revolution?
The French philosophers exposed the inefficiency of the monarch, provided revolutionary ideals and inspired the

people to fight for their rights.

What privileges did members of the first two estates enjoy?

The first two estates were exempted from paying feudal dues and taxes of any kind.
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