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INDIAN DEMOCRACY

India is the largest democracy in the world.
‘Democracy’ is one of the basic principles on
which the Constitution of India is based. Indian
democracy is the largest democracy in the world
because India has the largest number of voters
in the world which elect the government. Indian
citizens participate in the election process or
formation of the governments not only at the
central level, but also at the state and the local
levels.
One of the boldest and most courageous acts _
of the Constituent Assembly was to accept and A woman casting her vote on electronic voting machine.
adopt the principle of universal adult franchise
for the people of India. It was a bold act on the part of the Constituent Assembly because:

(i) Most of the voters were predominantly illiterate, poor and traditional.

(i) Most of the voters were not having any experience of democracy.
Giving to the illiterate, poor and tradition bound people, the right to elect their own government
was indeed a challenging task. India emerged as a true democracy which has already experienced
fourteen general elections based on universal adult franchise.
The Constitution affirms that all the people of India are free and equal and have the right to vote
without any distinction of caste, creed, colour, sex or place of birth. The system of universal adult
franchise is based on the principle ‘One person one vote’. This ensures political equality in the country.
The disqualifications are also given in the Constitution. Those who are declared bankrupt or mentally
unsound, are debarred from voting.

ELECTIONS: MEANING AND SIGNIFICANCE

An election is a contest between different political parties in order to get people’s support. Through
this people choose them representatives at regular intervals and change them if they wish to do so.

Election is the main vehicle through which

modern representative democracy moves. WoRD
Elections generate a new political attitude which
can determine the future course of the country
at large. Election gives the people an opportunity
to assess the socio-economic environment of the
country.

Elections: It is a mechanism by which people
can choose their representatives at regular
intervals and change them if they wish to do so.

CBSE-CIVICS AER ==

ACCENTS EDUCATIONAL PROMOTERS




4\ I: I) Since 2001 ( NYVICS
A\ 7oy HLEGTORAL

ACCENTS EDUCATIONAL PROMOTERS

NEED FOR ELECTIONS

» Elections give the voters the right to elect their representatives or rulers.

* Through elections voters can choose who will form the government and take major decisions.
» They can choose the party whose policies will guide the government and law making.

» Election provide political equality.

Democracy is a government of the people, for the people and by the people. The people are the
real source of sovereign power in a democracy. The voters express their opinion and take part in
the democratic process through elections. Hence, the significance of elections in democracy is
self-evident.

IS IT GOOD TO HAVE POLITICAL COMPETITION?

Elections are thus all about political competition. This competition takes various forms. The

most obvious form is the competition among political parties. At the constituency level, it

takes the form of competition among several candidates. If there is no competition, elections

will become pointless.

But is it good to have political competition. Clearly, an electoral competition has many demerits :
(i) It creates a sense of disunity and ‘factionalism’ in every locality as it to leads to party politics.
(ii) Parties and candidates often use dirty tricks to win elections.

(iii) The pressure to win electoral fights does not allow sensible long-term policies to be formulated.
(iv) Sometime the electoral competition leads to communal riots.

(v) Many a time political parties announce non-viable schemes just to lure the voters.

Irfan Khan

Read these two cartoons carefully. Write the message of
each of them in your own words. Have a discussion in class
on which of the two is closer to the reality in your own
locality. Draw a cartoon to depict what elections do to the
relationship between votes and political leaders.
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The makers of our Constitution were aware of these problems. Yet they opted for free competition in
elections as the way to select our future leaders. They did so because this system works better in the
long run.

Political leaders all over the world, like all other professionals, are motivated by a desire to advance
their political careers. They want to remain in power or get power and positions for themselves.
Electoral competition is a method through which politicians get power and position.

Regular electoral competition provides incentives to political parties and leaders. They know that if
they raise issue that people want them to raise, their popularity and chances of victory will
increase in the next elections. But if they fail to satisfy the voters with their work they will not
be able to win again.

So if a political party is motivated only by desire to be in power, even then it will be forced to
serve the people.

CONDITIONS NECESSARY FOR DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS

Holding elections is not a difficult task. Elections were even conducted when India was under the
British rule. But the elections conducted at that time were non-democratic. There are some minimum
conditions of democratic elections:

1. Everyone should be able to choose. This means that everyone should have one vote and every vote
should have equal value.

2. There should be something to choose from. Parties and candidates should be free to contest elections
and should offer some real choice to the voters.

3. The choice should be offered at regular intervals. Elections must be held regularly after every few
years.

4. The candidate preferred by the people should get elected.
5. Elections should be conducted in a free and fair manner where people can choose as they really wish.

LET US CHECK

You have noticed the conditions of democratic elections. Keeping in mind answer the following:
*  Who has the right to vote in India?

* What kind of party system is there in India?

* After how many years the General elections are held?

*  Who elects the candidates?

*  Who is responsible for free and fair elections in India?

TYPES OF ELECTIONS

1. General Elections: The Lok Sabha and the
Vidhan Sabhas in the states are normally elected
every five years which is known as General
Elections.

General Election: The Lok Sabha and the
Vidhan Sabhas in the states are normally

elected every five years which is known as
General Election.
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2. By-Elections: If a representative from a
constituency dies while in office, or if the office
falls vacant because of reasons like resignation,
fresh elections are held in that particular
constituency. Such an election is called
By-Election.

3. Mid-Term Elections: If the Lok Sabha or any
of the State Assemblies (Vidhan Sabhas) is

-‘f
Nvorod

By-Election: If a representative from a
constituency dies while in office or if the office
falls vacant because of reasons like resignation,
fresh elections are held in that particular
constituency. Such an election is called By-

election.

Mid-term Elections: If the Lok Sabha or any of
the State Assemblies (Vidhan Sabhas) is
dissolved before the expiry of its full term and
elections are held to constitute a new house,
it is called Mid-term Elections.

Constituency: Voters in a geographical area

who elect a representative to the legislative
bodies.

dissolved before the expiry of its full term and
elections are held to constitute a new house, it
is called Mid-Term Elections.

CONSTITUENCY — ITS MEANING,

KINDS AND DELIMITATION

For election the entire country is divided into
fixed electoral areas with a body of registered
voters. These areas are called constituencies.
Each constituency elects a representative for the
State Assembly. Five or six assembly constituencies are grouped together to make a parliamentary
constituency. Efforts are made to keep the size of all the constituencies equal as far as possible. In
India, we have single-member constituency system, i.e., only one representative is elected from one
constituency.

For Lok Sabha elections, the country is divided into 543 constituencies. The representative elected
from each constituency is called a Member of Parliament or an MP. One of the features of a democratic
election is that every vote should have equal value. That is why our Constitution requires that each
constituency should have a roughly equal population living within it.

Similarly, each state is divided into a specific number of Assembly constituencies. In this case, the
elected representative is called the Member of Legislative Assembly or an MLA. Each Parliamentary
constituency has within it several assembly constituencies. The same principle applies for Panchayat
and Municipal elections. Each village or town is divided into several ‘wards’ that are like constituencies.
Each ward elects one member of the village or the urban local body.

See the table and answer the following questions:

*  What is the number of Lok Sabha constituencies in your state and the neighbouring two states?
*  Which states have more than 30 Lok Sabha constituencies?

*  Why do some states have such a large number of constituencies?

RESERVED CONSTITUENCIES

Our constitution makers were aware of the fact that there exist some weaker or backward sections
who may not have the required resources, education, money and contacts to win elections against
others. So they decided to reserve some constituencies for people who belong to the Scheduled
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Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST). In these
constituencies only those belonging to the SC or
ST can contest the elections. Currently in the Lok
Sabha, 84 seats are reserved for the Scheduled
Castes and 47 for the Scheduled Tribes (ST) (15t
Lok Sabha Elections). The system of reservation has
been extended to other weaker sections at the
district and local level. One-third of the seats are
reserved in rural and urban local bodies for women
candidates. Many states have extended the
reservation policy even to OBC (Other Backward
Classes). The reservation of constituencies have lead
to empowerment of SC and ST.

ELECTION PROCEDURE

1. Preparation of Electoral Rolls: Once the
constituencies are decided the next step is to decide
the voters who can vote. In a democratic elections,
the list of those who are eligible to vote is prepared
much before the elections. The list of eligible voters
is known as Electoral Roll and is commonly known
as Voter’s List.

In India, we follow Universal Adult Franchise, i.e.,
all the citizens aged 18 years or above can vote
without any discrimination based on caste, colour,
religion, sex etc. But there is one exception to this,
i.e., some criminals and persons with unsound
mind can be denied the right to vote. Voters list is
prepared by Election Commission. In the last few
years a new system of Election Photo Identity Card
has been introduced. This has been done to ensure
that no one votes for someone else.

But the voter card is not yet compulsory for voting.
For voting, the voters can show many other proofs
of identity like the driving license, ration card,
passport etc.

2. Nomination of Candidates: True democracy
demands that all should get an equal opportunity to
be elected as a ruler. In India anyone who can be a
voter can also become a candidate in elections. The
only difference is that in order to be a candidate the
minimum age is 25 years, while it is only 18 years
for being a voter. Political parties nominate their
candidates who get the party symbol and support.

CBSE-CIVICS

STATES CONSTITUENCIES
Andhra Pradesh 25
Arunachal Pradesh 2
Assam 14
Bihar 40
Chhattisgarh 11
Goa 2
Gujarat 26
Haryana 10
Himachal Pradesh 4
Jharkhand 14
Karnataka 28
Kerala 20
Madhya Pradesh 29
Maharashtra 48
Manipur 2
Meghalaya 2
Mizoram 1
Nagaland 1
Odisha 21
Punjab 13
Rajasthan 25
Sikkim 1
Tamil Nadu 39
Tripura 2
Uttar Pradesh 80
Uttarakhand 5
Bengal 42
Telangana 17
Union Territories

Andaman & Nicobar Islands 1
Chandigarh 1
Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu 2
Delhi 7
Lakshadweep 1
Puducherry 1
Jammu & Kashmir

Ladakh

Universal Adult Franchise: A voter s
registered at the age of 18 years to vote
without any discrimination of caste, creed,
colour, religion or sex. This is called
universal adult franchise.
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Every person who wishes to contest an election has to fill a tu'
‘Nomination Form’ and deposit some money as security deposit. i.g
To check the entry of criminals and corrupt candidate the T reann
Supreme Court of India has given some guidelines to the ma?ﬂ:g;“
election commission. According to this every candidate has el
to make a legal declaration, giving full details of: [ e
LI S
, - . . . SN /7
* Serious criminal cases pending against the candidate ; N7 g
' NI : . [N |
* Details of the assets and liabilities of the candidate and his GuctorsName  : ARVID SAM
or her family ; and b e
Father's b_lame :.SH. PREM SAINI
* Education qualifications of the candidate. fosrerat A et
Sex/fésar : MALE / yaw
This information has to be made public. This provides an b yledey
opportunity to the voters to make their decision on the basis of
the information provided by the candidates. Election Photo Identity Card

Educational qualifications for candidates

Why is there no educational qualification for holding such an important position when some kind of
educational qualification is needed for any other job in the country?

* Educational qualifications are not relevant to all kinds of jobs. The relevant qualification for
selection to the Indian cricket team, for example, is not the attainment of educational degrees
but the ability to play cricket. Similarly, the relevant qualification for being an MLA or an MP
is the ability to understand people’s problems and to represent their interests in the Parliament.
Whether they can do so or not is examined by lakhs of examiners i.e., their voters after every
five years.

* Even if education was relevant, it should be left to the people to decide how much importance they
give to educational qualifications.

* The literacy level in our country is very low and if we put condition of education it would go against
the spirit of democracy as it would mean to deprive a majority of the country’s citizens the right to
contest elections. If, for example, a graduate degree like B.A., B.Com. or B.Sc. was made compulsory
for candidates, more than 90 per cent of the citizens will become ineligible to contest elections.

3. Scrutinising of nomination papers: The nomination papers are scrutinised on the fixed date. The
incomplete or incorrect papers are rejected by the commission.

4. Withdrawal of nominations: The candidates are given a date for withdrawal of their names.

5. Publication of the final list: After the withdrawal the final list is printed. Election symbols are
allotted to the candidates.

6. Appointment of Electoral Staff: The Election Commission appoints a Chief Electoral Officer for
every state and one Returning Officer for every constituency. These officers appoint several other
officers who make arrangement for the elections. According to the Representation of the People Act,
1988, the electoral staff will work under the control and discipline of Election Commission.
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7. Election Campaign: When the list of the
eligible candidates gets printed by the
Returning Officer, the different political parties
launch their election campaigns to canvass for
their candidates. Political parties issue their
election manifestoes and propagate their
programmes to the people through public
meetings, processions, rallies, newspapers,
booklets, radio and television.

WS R
Can you recognise this person? He was a Cricketer. But
Manifesto: A public usually written he became a politician during the 14th Lok Sabha
announcement of policies and intentions, election and contested the election on BJP ticket. He
won the election and became an M.P. In India all are

especially by a political party. Beorcoroct oo

Let us look at some of the successful slogans given by different political parties in various
elections.

* The Congress party led by Indira Gandhi gave the slogan of Garibi Hatao (Remove poverty)
in the Lok Sabha elections of 1971. The party promised to reorient all the policies of the
government to remove poverty from the country.

e Save Democracy was the slogan given by Janta Party in the next Lok Sabha election held in
1977. The party promised to undo the excess committed during Emergency and restore civil
liberties.

* The Left Front used the slogan of Land to the Tiller in the West Bengal Assembly elections
held in 1977.

* ‘Protect the Self-Respect of the Telugus’ was the slogan used by N.T. Rama Rao, the leader
of the Telugu Desam Party in Andhra Pradesh Assembly elections in 1983.

Though it is best to leave political parties and candidates free to conduct their election campaigns
but it is sometimes necessary to regulate campaigns to ensure that every political party and candidate
gets a fair and equal chance to compete. According to our election law, no party or candidate can:

* Bribe or threaten voters;

* Appeal to them in the name of caste or religion;

* Use government resources for election campaign ; and

* For a Lok Sabha elections the candidate can spend between ¥ 50 Lakh and 70 Lakh depending

upon size of the state. Whereas for the Assembly elections, the ceiling is between ¥ 20 Lakh
and ¥ 28 Lakh.
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If they do so, their election can be rejected by
the court even after they have been declared
elected. In addition to the laws, all the political
parties in our country have agreed to a Model
Code of Conduct for election campaigns.
According to this no party or candidate can:

* Use any place of worship for election
propaganda;
* Use government vehicles, aircrafts and

; \ b
Avwores

Model code of Conduct: A set of norms and
guidelines to be followed by political parties
and contesting candidates during election time.
Ballot paper: A piece of paper on which voter
record his vote.

Polling: The casting and registering of votes in

officials for elections ; and an election.

* Once elections are announced, Ministers
shall not lay foundation stones of any projects, take any big policy decisions or make any
promises of providing public facilities.

8. Polling: Casting or registrating a vote in an election is known as polling. On the election day
(which is decided by the Election Commission) every person whose name is on the voter list can
go to a nearby polling booth; situated in a school or a government office. Before 1999 ballot paper
system was followed for elections. Under ballot paper a voter used to put a stamp on the ballot
paper to record his/her vote. Nowadays electronic voting machines are used to record votes. The
machine shows the name of the party as well as independent candidates and their symbols.
While casting his/her vote the voter has to press the button against the name of the candidate he/
she wants to cast his/her vote. Once the voter enter inside the booth, the election official identify
her, put a mark on his/her finger and allow him/her to cast his/her vote. To make the elections fair
an agent of each candidate is allowed to sit inside the polling booth.

9. Counting of Votes: After the election is over the counting personnels are appointed by the Election
Officer, who at the fixed place and at the fixed time start their counting work in the presence of the
Returning Officer.

It is the duty of the officers to check that agents of all the parties should be present to ensure that
counting is done properly.

10. Declaration of Results: After the counting of votes is over the election officer declares the
candidates getting the maximum votes, as elected.

11. Election Petitions: After the declaration of election results, the defeated candidate of the
constituency can file an election petition against the successful candidate within a fixed period to the
concerned court or election tribunal. In the petition, it is alleged that malpractices have been used in
the election. In India election petitions are filed in the High Court and appeal is filed in the Supreme
Court. If the allegations are proved true, the court declares the election of the successful candidate
invalid and it declares the defeated candidate as successful.

WHAT MAKES ELECTIONS IN INDIA DEMOCRATIC?

We get to read a lot about unfair practices in elections. But fortunately they are not on such a scale
as to defeat the very purpose of elections. Let us carefully examine whether Indian elections are
democratic or non-democratic.

1. Independent Election Commission: In our country the elections are conducted by an independent
body, i.e., Election Commission. It enjoys same kind of independence that the judiciary enjoys.
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The Chief Election Commissioner is appointed

by the President but once appointed ﬂ@ﬂl \
he/she is not answerable to the President or hmi

the Government. Even if ruling party or the Turnout: The percentage of eligible voters who
government does not like what the Commission cast their votes in an election.

does, it is virtually impossible for it to remove

the Chief Election Commissioner.

2. Popular Participation: People’s participation
is one of the best way to check people’s faith 0] —

in the democracy. & . INDIA —o—
People’s participation in election is usually |- 7E '_N
measured by voter turnout figures. Turnout 60 62 60 59

_] 56 58
50

indicates the per cent of eligible voters who
actually cast their vote. Over the last fifty
years, the turnout in Europe and North
America has declined. In India, the turnout
has either remained stable or actually gone
up.

3. Participation of under-privileged: In India,
the poor, illiterate and under-privileged people = O
vote in larger proportion as compared to the 70 PR o
rich and privileged sections. This is in contrast &l e % 56
to western democracies. For example, in the
United States of America, poor people, African
Americans and Hispanics vote much less than
the rich and the white people.

40
30|

VOTER TURNOUT (%)
|

20

1991 ELECTION YEAR 2015]
VOTER TURNOUT IN INDIA AND THE UK

28

Voter Turnout (%)

4. Participation of Common people: During
elections common people of India give lot of b
importance to the elections. They participate Upper o0BC sC ST White  Black Hispanic
in local election (Panchayats), state elections SOCIAL GROUPS

and general elections. The encouraging point VOTER TURNOUT IN INDIA AND US by SOCIAL GROUPS, 2004
is that more and more people are becoming

politically conscious.

5. Participation of people in election related
activities: It is not only the turnover and casting
of votes people are also taking lot of interest
in election related activities. According to a 18%
survey one out of every seven voters is a
member of a political party. During the General [] Has effect

elections of 2004, more than one-third voters [_] Has no effect
took part in a campaign related activities. [ Don't Know

6. Acceptance of election outcome: One final

test of the free and fairness of election haS in DO YOU THINK YOUR VOTE MAKES A DIFFERENCE?
the outcome itself. If elections are not free or

fair, the outcome always favours the powerful.
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